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Abstract The Al-Agsa Mosque situates in the old city of Jerusalem. During the pre-modern
period with various religious civilizations competing at different points in time, Temple Mount, where
the Al-Agsa Mosque is located, has been reshaped and even pushed down to rebuild multiple times
to stay consistent with the constant changes in its nature and sovereignty. In the modern nation-state
stage, the Al-Agsa Mosque was preserved in the form of human cultural heritage for a long time. At
the same time it had to accept the sovereign administration of the Israeli government, which marked
its dual attributes of nation-state and religious civilization. In the special geopolitical context of
Jerusalem, these two attributes often create conflicts in daily life. On the one hand, the
characteristics of religious civilization is strongly constrained by the administration of the nation-
state; on the other hand, in some special time, religious civilization prompts a temporary
transcendence from the nation-state, thus providing new challenges and possibilities for the nation-
state administration. This study will explore the complex interactions between the modern nation-
state and religious civilization. It will also reveal its nature of conflicts and symbiosis from the
aspects of the daily administration of the Al-Aqsa Mosque, the Land Day conflict, and the religious
practice of the Lailah al-Qadr based on the fieldwork conducted in East Jerusalem from 2012 to 2013.
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