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Abstract As indigenous Inhabitants the Indians were at the bottom of the power distribution
pyramid in the colonial order constructed by the Spanish colonists. As a result of their lack of power,
these indigenous people were unable to obtain sufficient social resources. After Mexico’ s
independence, Indians were still at the bottom rank of the power distribution, which resulted in a
series of problems such as scarcity of land resources, poverty, and cultural inheritance crisis. They
became victims of the Neo-liberalism reform. Under the influence of ethnocentrism and internal
colonialism and for the control of the power, the Mexican government had no intention to change the
existing power distribution pattern, nor approve the autonomous practice of the indigenous
inhabitants. After the democratic transition, with obvious defects in state-building, the Mexican
federal government and the Chiapas state government tried to use the paramilitary indigenous group to
solve their ethnic problems. These policies not only failed to solve the Indian problem, but also
prompted the emergence of political decline in Chiapas. This paper suggests that the essence of the

indigenous problem of Chiapas is the unfair distribution of power resources in a pluralistic society.
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