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Abstract  Historical and cultural factors have had significant influences on the
Vietnamese national characteristics. These collective characteristics came not only from different
historical periods, but also from the fusion and conflicts between the indigenous culture and
external cultures. The dominance of China shaped their spirit of independence, sensitivity and
alertness. Under the influences of the Chinese culture, key characteristics such as the code of
brotherhood, benevolence, politeness, good will, harmony, respect and gratitude have become
the core value of Vietnam. Under the constraint of the China-Vietnam suzerain-vassal state
relationship, the national characteristics of Vietnam began to gain resilience and flexibility. The
comprehensive introduction of the Chinese culture has lead to the permeation of nationalism into
the Vietnamese national characteristics, with inclusiveness, openness and pragmatism gradually
added. Along with the expansion movement of “Southing” , the Vietnamese have also shown the
characteristics of both aggressiveness and gentleness. During the anti-colonization against
France, the spirit of patriotism and rebellion burst out, as romanticism came into being under

the influence of Western cultures.
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