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Abstract Modern nationalist movement is a continuing process. Early nationalist movements
in Europe played a revolutionary role in overthrowing Christian theology and feudalism;
thereafter in Asia, Africa and Latin America, National Liberation Movements took decisive roles
in anti-colonial imperialism and in the independence of Eastern countries. Undoubtedly,
nationalism played an immensely positive part in human history; however, it also exposed
serious drawbacks, forming the paradox of ethnicism and nationalism. In fact, despite a close
connection, there are also essential differences between the nation and the state and between
ethnicism and nationalism. There are overlaps between ethnicism and nationalism, which makes
confusion unavoidable, while the non-overlapping parts form their essential differences. It is an
important task for contemporary mankind to clearly distinguish between the nation and the state
as well as ethnicism and nationalism. It is also of pivotal importance to replace nationalism with

ethnicism.
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