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Abstract Pan-Somalism was bred by the common lifestyle, language, and cultural belief
of the Somalis. It was also bred by the impact of colonization and the reinforcement of a common
internal identity during the period of anti-colonial struggles. From 1948 to 1960, in the midst of
anti-European colonialism movements and party-politics, the final goal of Pan-Somalism is
established to achieve a unified and independent Somalia. From 1960 to 1969, in the name of
anti-neighboring colonialism supported by the government, Pan-Somalism strived to reach the
dual goals of internal integration and external expansion. From 1969 to 1978, due to the
combination of Pan-Somalism and “scientific socialism,” the Siad Barre Regime accordingly
sought to build a greater Somalia by introducing the power of the USSR. From 1978 to 1991,
Pan-Somalism came back to Clanism, seeking to reconstruct its own ideas and practices as well
as fighting against the Siad Barre Regime. From 1991 to 2012, Pan-Somalism, by supporting
Islamism, attempted to meditate the differences between each clan with the same religion and to
eliminate the internal division of Somalis by armed confrontations. Since 2012, Pan-Somalism
has been associated with terrorism in order to achieve the goal of establishing an Islamic State
based on Sharia law in the Greater Somalia through terrorist attacks. Pan-Somalism shows the
feature of nationalism, yet at the same time it also shows the feature of trans-regional
culturalism, which goes against nationalism. It even associated itself with terrorism. However,
Pan-Somalism and terrorism are only making use of each other because the former has its own

cultural rationality.
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