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Abstract  The United Nation of Russia was formed in the early 1500s; and Western
Europeans started to know the country since their mutual contact thereafter. The Western
Europeans’ understanding of Russia during the 16th and 17th centuries shaped their embryonic
view of the country, which included its natural environment, climate, politics, economics,
religions, ethnic cultures, etc. It is these initial views that structured the foundation for more
profound knowledge of Russia, which significantly influenced the interaction and connection
between Western European countries and Russia. The overall impression of Russia by the
Western Europeans at that time was marked by “bizarre and uncivilized”. This impression, on
the one hand, exposed cultural discrepancies between the two. On the other hand, it was also
the objective reflection that Russia lagged behind Western European countries in terms of

civilization, which also implied an attitude of disdain from Western Europeans toward Russians.
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