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Abstract Turkey is the country with the largest number of Circassians around the world.
However, the Circassians have suffered from oppression by the Turkish government. By
clarifying the historical context of the development of Turkish Circassians, the evolution of their
social status can be divided into the following three stages. The first stage is from 1860s to the
establishment of the Republic of Turkey. Circassians gradually rose to the highest level of
national power and had important influence on the political, military, diplomatic and cultural
aspects of the empire. The second stage is from 1923 to 1999, in which Circassians suffered
government oppression and found it difficult to express their demands. As a result, they had to
hide their own ethnic identity, which gave rise to the Circassian problem. The third stage
started since 1999 when Turkey became an EU candidate country. The government implemented
a series of policies of tolerance. Thus, Circassians were able to openly express their political
and cultural demands. However, the government still lacks recognition and respect and has not
completely given up its policy of oppression on the Circassians. In addition, the uniqueness of
the nation’ s conception of minorities, the Circassian’ s inadequate capacity of voicing their own
needs, the lack of attention from the Turkish government and the general public, all led to the

fact that the Circassian problem cannot be solved in the short term.
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