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Abstract The Rohingya issue is an ethnic religious problem which urgently needs to be
solved by the Myanmar government in its modern-nation building processes. This issue is the
inevitable result of complicated historical reasons and violent conflicts. Through an analysis of
identity and communal violence theory, this article argues that the consistency of the Rohingya
community identity is shaped by long-time unmet needs and unanswered requests, including
recognition of aboriginal status, citizenship, and civil rights. The Burma campaign against
Muslims contributed to their sense of alienation from the mainstream. Triggered by occasional
incidents, violent collisions between the two sides have turned the Rohingya problem into
catastrophic communal violence. In view of the power imbalance of the two sides, the Buddhist
side has a dominant position in the community violence. The intervention of the outside forces

complicates the Rohingya problem even further.
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