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Abstract  Casamance separatist movement is a vicious legacy of colonialism. After the
independence of Senegal, the central government’ s failed political and economic policies on
ethnic groups lead to the separatist movement in the Casamance. In addition, support from
surrounding states serves as the external factor of separatism. Since the outbreak of the
separatist movement in 1982, the central government and the rebels have experienced a lot of
large-scale conflicts. In the meantime, both sides have also attempted to resolve the issue by
way of negotiation. But a final solution has not been found. To date, the conflicts are still
continuing. Casamance separatist movement has not only impeded the development of the
region, but also set back the nation-building process of Senegal. It also had negative impact on
the relations among West African states. Separatism, a threat constantly used in hope of ending
ethnic tribulations, cannot solve the complicated problems in Africa. The central government
should both internally deal with the relations among ethnic groups, as well as religions,
economics and politics, and externally create an advantageous international environment.
Furthermore, the central government and the ethnic separatists should bridge the gaps and
realize common grounds for development by means of effective communication and mutual

understanding. It is only by this approach that valid solutions can be found.
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