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Abstract Under the background of globalization, transnational immigration has become
widespread around the world. After the end of Vietnam War in the 1970s, many Hmong people
of Southeast Asia immigrated as refugees to the United States. Hmong immigrants’ traditional
life style and social-cultural background make it difficult for them to adapt to the American
society. The plight of the Hmong immigrants is closely related to their low level of modern
education. They have come to realize that modern education is the best choice for their survival
and development. As a result they attach great importance to the education of the younger
generation. Because the younger generation knows little about Hmong history and culture,
Hmong elders then realize that Hmong culture is the soul of their survival and development as an
ethnic group. They also recognize that they have the responsibility to awaken the younger
generation to the consciousness of Hmong culture. Therefore, modern education and cultural
heritage both have important values in Hmong immigrants’ adaptation to the American society

and continuity of their cultural heritage.
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