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Abstract In Old Babylonian Period, the cloister in Sippar is the important holy place
that also serves as a socioeconomic landmark. The marriage of females in Sippar under the
control of patriarchal power can be divided into two kinds: the sacred marriage in the cloister
and the secular marriage out of the cloister. In the sacred marriage, the naditu of Shamash is
the bride, and the groom is the god. The family of the bride is involved in the sacred marriage
to maintain and enlarge their family’ s economic interests while finishing their religious duty.
The naditu of Shamash widely participates in land sale, housing lease, and slave rent; they
ensure their family’ s interests by controlling the marriage of their female slaves. Among the
secular female classes, the naditu of Marduk marries with the ordinary male under both religious
and traditional influences. Other free females are faced with the regular process of marriage,
including signing the marriage contract, engaging, sending betrothal gifts, holding wedding
ceremony and entering husband’ s house, while the marriage of female slaves is completely

controlled by their owner.
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